Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 KINSHA 07651 131729Z 
ACTION AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO SSO-OO NSCE-00 INRE-00 
USIE-00 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 H-01 INR-07 L-03 
NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 10-13 
ACDA-07 OMB -01 OC-06 CCO-OO /090W 

027089 131732Z/41 

O 131720Z AUG 77 ZFF4 

FM AMEMBASSY KINSHASA 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC NIACT IMMEDIATE 5133 

INFO AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS IMMEDIATE 

AMEMBASSY PARIS IMMEDIATE 

AMEMBASSY LONDON IMMEDIATE 

CONFIDENTIAL KINSHASA 7651 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: CG, PGOV, PINS 

SUBJECT: RADIO ANNOUNCES ARREST OF FOREIGN MINISTER NGUZA 

1 . ZAIRIAN RADIO ANNOUNCED AT NOON TODAY THE ARREST OF FOREIGN 
MINISTER NGUZA, RECALLED FROM EUROPE YESTERDAY, ON CHARGES OF 
TREASON. NGUZA IS ACCUSED OF HAVING LEARNED FROM CONGOLESE 
NATIONAL LIBERATION FRONT (FLNC) OFFICIAL KIBWE, DURING MOBUTU'S 
JANUARY-FEBRUARY VISIT TO EUROPE, OF FLNC PLANS TO INVADE SHABA 
IN MARCH, AND OF HAVING CONCEALED THAT INFORMATION FROM THE 
PRESIDENT. THE RADIO ALSO REPORTS THAT MOBUTU BECAME AWARE 
FO NGUZA'S "TREACHERY" DURING EARLY JULY (I.E., BEFORE NGUZA 
LEFT FOR WASHINGTON), BUT CHOSE TO WATCH HIM CLOSELY BEFORE 
ORDERING HIS ARREST. 

2. IN ADDITION, RADIO ANNOUNCED ARREST OF LUNDA PARAMOUNT CHIEF 
MW ANT YAV, SEIZED WITH DOCUMENTS IN HIS POSSESSION INDICATING 
TIES WITH FLNC LEADER MBUMBA. 

3. COMMENT: NGUZA'S ARREST COMES AS TOTAL SURPRISE TO 
FOREIGN OBSERVERS HERE AND, APPARENTLY, TO MOST ZAIRIANS AS 
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WELL. WHILE IN ANNOUNCING SAMBWA’S DISMISSAL EARLIER THIS WEEK 
MOBUTU MADE CLEAR OTHER HEADS WOULD SOON ROLL, THERE WAS NO 
INDICATION THAT NGUZA'S NAME WAS HIGH ON THE LIST. WE EXPECT 
OTHERS WILL FOLLOW IN WHAT LOOKS LIKE MAJOR PURGE OF ALL THOSE 
SUSPECTED OF HAVING WAVERED IN THEIR FIDELITY TO MOBUTU WHEN 
HE APPEARED TO BE ON THE WAY OUT. FACT THAT NGUZA HAD JUST 
RETURNED FROM U.S. AS PRESIDENT'S EMISSARY MAY STIMULATE 
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SPECULATION THAT NGUZA'S DOWNFALL IS IN SOME WAY RELATED TO 
U.S. -ZAIRIAN RELATIONS, AND IN FACT COULD BE INTERPRETED AS A 
SLAP IN OUR DIRECTION. SO FAR, HOWEVER, THERE IS NO INDICATION 
MOBUTU INTENDS TO PURSUE THIS LINE. FURTHER COMMENT SEPTEL. 

CUTLER 
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